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In six weeks, Sara Hook learned the basics of a new language without setting foot in a classroom.
“I’m interested in international cultures, and I saw how large our Hispanic population was growing,” said Hook, 52, an
associate dean at IUPUI. And for her, the convenience of an online Spanish course was just the answer.
“I didn’t want a traditional class where I focused on grammar and conjugating verbs,” said Hook, who borrowed
conversational tapes from the public library and listened to Spanish television programs to become familiar with the
language.
Hook’s course was offered through Lawrence Township’s Continuing Education program.
Kim Olive, director of the Lawrence Community Education Program, has seen enrollment in Spanish classes by
banking and health-care professionals increase.
“We offer about 15 different workplace Spanish classes, either in the classroom or online, where students can work at
their own pace.”
Similar classes are offered by the Indy Foreign Language Academy. The BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages) also
offers 12-week courses that include learning games to help students better understand the various cultures.
According to research by RosettaStone, a technology-based program, foreign languages open doors professionally,
sharpen your mind and broaden your awareness of the world.
“A lot of people learn a language to help them advance in their current position — and it is true, a person with two
languages is like having two employees,” said Jenna Porter, director of Indy Foreign Language Academy, with
classrooms in Downtown Indianapolis and Carmel.
In the Indianapolis area, adults can choose a variety of classes, from conversational Arabic to beginning French,
Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, German, Chinese or Russian.
For more information on local foreign language programs, visit Indy Foreign Language Academy at www.indyfla.com;
Lawrence Township Community Education at https:// commed.ltschools .org, or RosettaStone at
www.rosettastone .com.
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